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An Understanding and Agreement for 

A Sponsor or Godparent at Baptism or Confirmation

Role of sponsor or Godparent:  It is an ancient custom of the Church that at the baptism of infants, godparents be present to represent the expanded spiritual family of the child being baptized and the role of the Church as a mother.  Later, godparents help the parents so that children will profess the faith chosen for them and live up to it. Each baptized child may have either a godfather or godmother or both a godmother and a godfather.

Requirements for a sponsor or Godparent

1. The godparent should be mature enough to understand, accept and carry out the duties of a godparent.  That person normally should be at least 16 years of age, but exceptions are possible.


2. The godparent ordinarily must have received the three initiation sacraments:
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.


3. The godparent should be living an exemplary life consistent with faith and the responsibilities of a godparent through attendance at Church and following the teaching of Christ’s Church.


4. The godparent must be a member of the Catholic Church.   However, a baptized and believing Christian not belonging to the Catholic Church may act as a Christian witness as long as there is a Catholic godparent.
Functions of a Godparent

1. Stand on either side of parents since the mother or father usually holds the infant.


2. Respond “We are” to this question at the initial part or reception rite: “Are you ready to help the parents of this child in their duty as Christian parents?” 


3. Trace a sign of the cross on the child’s forehead at the conclusion of the reception rite.


4. Listen to this admonition at the Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith:
“Dear Parents and Godparents:  You have come here to present this child for baptism.  By water and the Holy Spirit he (she) is to receive the gift of new life from God, who is love.

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring (her) (him) up in the practice of the faith.  See that the divine life which God gives (her) (him) is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always stronger in (her) (his) heart.

If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, renew now the vows of your own baptism.  Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ Jesus.  This is the faith of the Church.  This is the faith of the Church.  This is the faith in which this child is about to be baptized.  


5. Respond “I do” to these questions:
· “Do you reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of God’s children?”

· “Do you reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin?”

· “Do you reject the Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness?”

· “Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?”

· “Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?”

· “Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?

6. Respond “Amen” to and/or repeat this summary of faith:  “This is our faith.  This is the faith of the Church.  We are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


7. Touch the child during the actual pouring of water.


8. Light the baptismal candle from the Easter candle and present it to the father.


9. Join in the Our Father and the other responses during the baptismal rite.



Understanding and Agreement

I understand my role, the requirements and my function as a godparent or sponsor for:

Child’s Name:
  











And

I accept these responsibilities.
Godparent’s Signature






Date
Godparents Pastor's Signature





Date

SPONSOR STATEMENT

For Baptism

I, 





,

(Please print your full name)

Have been asked to be a baptismal sponsor (godparent)

For 





.

(Please print name of person receiving Baptism)


To be a sponsor, according to canon Law, the law of the Church,

 I testify to the following statements concerning myself.

Please check:

1. _____ I have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.

2. _____ I am living in harmony with the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ and the 

     Precepts of the Catholic Church.

3. _____ I am at least 16 years of age.

4. _____ I am a registered member of _________________________Catholic Church.

(Name of your Parish)

5. _____ I pray and worship with the faith community at ________________regularly.

(Sponsor’s Signature)




(Signature of Sponsor’s Pastor)








Sponsor’s Parish Address:

(Date)





As a sponsor, I am committed to live the Catholic Faith and become a faith partner to the person I am sponsoring through my prayer and example.  I realize that I may be called to support his/her growth in faith by active participation in his/her spiritual life.
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